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19 January 2012 Friends of Wimbledon Park constituted 

Our project is this Grade II* Heritage Park 
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Dear Members and Associates, 

 

Comment 

 

A slow recovery from Covid19 restrictions led to a return to normality.  Our observation in 

last year’s report still applies. Wimbledon Park gets very crowded at times and space needs to 

efficiently used.  This will aid nature and make the visiting experience more enjoyable for 

visitors. We will be revisiting our ideas for improvements and seek ways to get these 

implemented. 

 

Yet another report titled ‘State of Nature in England1’ on our depleted natural world. This 

report highlights: 

1) England is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world due to its long 

history of industrialization and land use changes over millennia. Large areas of 

habitats have been lost with 99.7% of fens, 97% of species-rich grasslands, 80% of 

lowland heathlands, up to 70% of ancient woodlands and up to 85% of saltmarshes 

destroyed or degraded. 

2) The impacts on species have also been severe, with a quarter of mammals in England 

and almost a fifth of UK plants threatened with extinction. 

3) Wimbledon Park has many special places for nature such as its ancient and historic 

woodlands, hedges, and lake (lake could be enclosed with a nature reserve). These can 

be enhanced for the benefit of species and visitor enjoyment. 

This was published in July 2022 and is a wake-up call if one is still needed! 

 

Our approach of improving landscape, biodiversity and habitat can assist in a small way. Both 

LB Merton (10th July 2019) and LB Wandsworth (17th July 2019) have declared a Climate 

Emergency. 

 

Wimbledon Park hosts many sports, cricket, hockey, tennis, athletics, squash, watersports, 

angling and bowls. Most require artificial surfaces to play at national standards and 

greenspace is lost and with it the important soil biodiversity. A balance needs to be obtained 

between the two. Better allocation of space as the number of visitors increase is a priority. 

Introducing hybrid turf to replace artificial surfaces will help. Green roofs and walls.  More 

trees planted. This will require careful planning and investment. 

 

Currently about 56% of the Public Park is pay to use.  The Old Bowling Green is either 

hosting a children’s fun fair or having the grass restored. This leaves most of the paths and the 

Great Field for free to use activities.  Events in the Great Field interrupt community activities 

such as the Junior parkrun and prevents other informal use. Damage to the grass takes about 3 

months or longer to restore. This has an adverse effect on wellbeing. 

 

Improvements to the lakeside, vegetation and habitats, footpaths and entrances, and vistas will 

ensure that the Park continues to serve its primary use as a space for informal recreation, as 

well as access to nature. 

 

Examination of LB Merton Local Plan 

Notice Of Independent Examination Hearing. Town And Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012. Statutory Instrument No.767 Regulation 24. 
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Briefly the hearings were divided into two stages, and these are completed. Inspector’s report 

expected in spring. 

Attended two sessions one covered the 1993 covenant, Wi3 area, vistas, blots on landscape 

around lakeside, biodiversity, assets, sport, wellbeing, and community.  The other concerned 

Wimbledon Park being excluded from the Wandle Valley Regional Park. This raised the 

question if we are not in the Wandle Valley what valley are we in? Also, Wimbledon Park 

Brook flows into the River Wandle at Earlsfield and this allows movement of the European 

Eel to and from the lake. 

 

Covenant 1993 between AELTC & LB Merton. 

Briefly this covers: 

1) Not to use the Property (golf course) otherwise than for leisure or recreational 

purposes or as an open space. 

2) No building shall be erected on the Property (golf course) other than a building or 

buildings the use of which is ancillary to the recreational or open space use. 

3) Dedication by the Transferee of a public walkway around the Lake 

 

 Planning applications 

1) FOWP Revelstoke Road entrance improvements. 

a. LBW 2021/0432 approved on 11th May 2021 subject to conditions.  

b. LBM 21/P2657 granted 25th October 2021 subject to conditions.  

c. During discussions with TfL, it was established that they owned the land under 

the bridge, not LBM. ‘We can confirm that London Underground Limited own 

the freehold of the land carrying our District line Wimbledon branch. 

d. Contacting the Board and their reply: Thank you for making us aware of your 

proposals to improve the park and to remove it from Historic England’s ‘At 

Risk Register’. We would be pleased to engage with your organisation on 

those aspects that interface with our assets and which may require changes to 

our infrastructure’.  

e. Progress has been slow since approval due to difficult discussions with TfL. 

The idea is to get the work on the bridge done first and then to consult with 

LBM on the remaining improvements. 

f. We applied for two grants, one from South Western Railways and the other 

from LBM Civic Pride.  Unfortunately, both were unsuccessful. 

2) LBM Dam Safety planning application  

a. LBM 21/P1930 granted 14th October 2021 subject to conditions.  

b. https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/parks-and-open-

spaces/parks-and-recreation-grounds/wimbledon/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-

park-lake-project 

c. The dam is now safe in line with the relevant regulations. 

d. Wimbledon Park Brook has been deculverted and the area needs landscaping.  

This could include expansion of the café, creation of more ‘free to use’ space 

and relocation of the volleyball courts plus one. The crazy golf to be relocated. 

3) AELTC Wimbledon Park Project.   

a. LBM 21/P2900 details of planning meeting awaited.  

b. LBW 2021/3609 details of planning meeting awaited.  

c. Around 180 documents have been submitted by AELTC in support of their 

Wimbledon Park Project (WPP). There have been over 1100 objections and 

just over 60 in support according to the LBW website2. Some documents are 

https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/parks-and-recreation-grounds/wimbledon/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project
https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/parks-and-recreation-grounds/wimbledon/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project
https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/parks-and-recreation-grounds/wimbledon/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project
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technical requiring expert responses on matters of major importance for the 

future of the Heritage Park. 

d. This is very controversial and ongoing. 

4) Merton Heritage Strategy 2021-25: Development Plan 

a. This development plan has been compiled using information supplied by 

Merton heritage providers including council departments, historic sites, visitor 

attractions and community groups. It is intended to be an evolving plan and we 

make submissions on a regular basis. 

 

The Capability Brown Society (TCBS) 

TCBS is a corporate member of the Friends of Wimbledon Park. 

1) The Capability Brown Society (TCBS) is an independent not for profit organisation 

with no agenda other than to stimulate debate to get the very best possible imaginative 

outcome for the future direction and use of the wider Heritage Wimbledon Park 

landscape.  

2) It aims to be proactive and imaginative setting out proposals for the wider parkland, 

perhaps the most intensively used multi-purpose park in London, at the same time 

fully providing for the conservation and improvement of the park’s natural 

environment and ecology.  

3) This sympathetic and constructive approach will be adopted for other Brownian 

Landscapes in the British Isles. 

TCBS set out a Vision for the heritage park and circulated in early 2021. 

 

Community notes 

1) Volunteering is an important activity, and we set up the Wimbledon Park Volunteers 

(WPV). Mainly gardening work now but hope to increase scope as progress is made. 

2) Table tennis installed and another ready to install once the new site is identified. 

3) Open water swimming. This has reached LBM’s cabinet for a decision on whether to 

permit this activity. 

4) Trees and woods: tree planting took place in spring (160 whips) and autumn (350 

whips including 10 hornbeams in the Great Field and donated stone pine and walnut 

trees by the volleyball courts. Acorns and yew cuttings were also planted). This 

created the Central Railway Hedge and completed the line of hornbeams west of the 

perimeter path from Revelstoke Road. 

 

Wandle Valley Fortnight Saturday 10th September to Sunday 25th September 2022. 

i. Due to covid FOWP didn’t participate. 

ii. Awaiting details for this year and intend to participate. 

 

Community Events 2022 Elsewhere 

a. Saturday 20th August manned stall at Discovery Day at Civic Centre. 

b. Saturday 24th September manned stall at Southfields Harvest. 

 

City Nature Challenge 2023 April 28th to May 1st.  

➢ We plan to take part this year. 
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Social media 

Website 

The “new” website, which went live on 3rd September 2021 is now well established. News 

posts are added as they arise, including Forum and AGM agenda and minutes. 

 

The web hosting / support / maintenance services from our supplier “Wingnut Websites” are 

excellent and very good value. 

 

Facebook & Twitter 

Damaris Albarran reports:  

Facebook has 2,238 followers (up 302 since 2022), Twitter has 776 followers (up 168 since 

2022) and the new Instagram page has 83. 

Over the last year, the most read post by far related to the failure to reopen the interactive 

water play area in June 2022, which reached 4,754 disappointed Facebook followers and their 

friends (through reshares).  

 

Other hot topics on FB included: 

1) The closure and subsequent reopening in April of the perimeter path around the Lake, 

with more than 1,200 readers; 

2) The announcement of a BBQ ban in late April (>1,200); 

3) A post about the loss of the lakeside benches in May (>1,400) 

4) Information about Pub in the Park in May (>1,700) 

5) Information in June about the various improvements in the park following the dam 

safety work, including new bins (>2,000); 

6) The announcement of the Save Wimbledon Park initiative at the end of July (>1,200); 

7) News of the death of Raymond Briggs in August (>1,400); 

8) News in August of the agreement to relocate Pines & Needles to the Car Park 

(>1,200); 

9) Amelia’s farewell in August (>1,200); 

10) The first heavy rains filling the newly laid out brook (>1,300); 

11) An update on the (now working) Splash Pool in September (>2,000); 

12) Evidence of avian flu at the end of October (>2,700); 

13) News that Pines & Needles have moved and a request to avoid the Wimbledon Park 

Road car park in mid-November (>1,200); and 

14) The message from Mario’s Café in mid-February (>1,500). 

  

Twitter has been neglected of late but posts have recently been resumed with enthusiasm by 

Rob Kennedy. 

 

Public Park Management issues 

Blue/green algae. 

i. In September Blue-green algae appeared in Wimbledon Park Brook.  

ii. Blue-green algae, or ‘cyanobacteria’, is completely natural. – it’s a type of bacteria 

that looks like algae when it clumps together.  

iii. As there’s no way of telling if blue-green algae is toxic just by looking at it, keep 

your dog away from lakes and ponds where it may be present.  
https://www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-help-and-advice/looking-after-your-pet/puppies-dogs/blue-green-algae 

iv. Notices now displayed. 

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/
https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/news
https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/news
https://www.wingnut-websites.com/
https://www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-help-and-advice/looking-after-your-pet/puppies-dogs/blue-green-algae
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Commercial events 

We are currently awaiting further information on events scheduled for 2023, but these are 

likely to include repeats of Bottons Funfair; Pub in the Park; AELTC queue and car park 

(despite objections lodged); Luna Cinema, Merton Fireworks and Funfair, Pines & Needles 

Christmas Tree stand (the new location in the car park next to Horse Close Wood). 

  

In addition, there will be a “big top” Zippos Circus – we have been assured that this will only 

last 2 days and therefore should not kill the grass. 

 

A number of other new events have been suggested, but it is too early to say at this stage 

which if any will go ahead. We await further information from Merton Council. 

 

Repeated requests to Merton to discuss the number, scale and suitability of commercial events 

held in the park continue to go unanswered. 

 

FOWP Forum 

 

The rationale for the FOWP Forum is to draw in all the park related expertise and interests in 

an open and transparent way.  This provides the FOWP Executive Committee members with 

valuable feedback on their undertakings to improve Heritage Wimbledon Park for public 

benefit. 

   

Communication is based on legitimate interests so facilitating working together in a 

transparent manner and furthers networking on a continuous basis. 

 

The workload has increased substantially over the years and the quarterly Forum agenda for 

the quarterly meetings has been adapted to listing a few active items and the detailed Chair’s 

Report is submitted for endorsement. This Chair’s Report is updated for these meetings so 

interested members can check on progress of items of interest and raise a query. Updates are 

highlighted for a quick read. A list of the items can be found at: 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/ 

and go to committee news. 

 

Widening membership so that more in the Community have access to this Forum is an 

aspiration and invitations are being sent to groups that may wish to participate. Attendance 

will be as a guest, and they will have the option to join in based on legitimate interests.   

 

Key points: 

➢ After 11 years as treasurer Ivan Scott has moved house and resigning from his role and 

the Executive Committee (EC).  We thank him for his sterling work in keeping our 

finances in order. 

➢ There are four London Borough Council wards surrounding the park.  To provide 

further free flow of information the 11 councillors are ex officio members of the 

FOWP Forum.   

➢ Leonie Cooper, GLA member for Merton and Wandsworth is an ex officio member.   

➢ Dave Dawson (our environment and ecology adviser) is an ex officio member.   

➢ Rob Kennedy is our membership secretary and webmaster. 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/
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➢ Damaris Albarran has taken over social media from Amelia Obertelli-Moriarty.  We 

thank Amelia for her initiative in establishing social media as an important source of 

information for the community. 

➢ Damaris Albarran is our treasurer. 

➢ We are pleased that the Rt Hon Fleur Anderson (MP for Putney) and Stephen 

Hammond (MP for Merton) have agreed to be Honorary Friends of FOWP.   

➢ We continue to liaise with park officers (LBM & idverde) both formally and 

informally.  These interactions will become more important as community 

involvement in the park increases. 

 

A word on associate membership 

Under our constitution, we have a membership category called 'associates'. This includes 

individuals in an organisation which joins as a corporate member; park officers; and members 

of the three local residents’ associations (Southfields Grid, Wimbledon Park and Wimbledon 

House, the founding members of the Friends of Wimbledon Park).  

 

Wimbledon Park is remarkable for the number of assets it contains, and our job is to ensure 

that these are not lost or wasted but are enhanced.  This requires the owners and community to 

work together on implementing the Conservation Management Plan. 

 

Finally, if you support our volunteer work, we would appreciate it if more in the community 

became members. Demand on our funds is low but whilst keeping expenditure controlled 

more income would be welcome.  

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/ 

 

 

Nick Steiner 

Chair Friends of Wimbledon Park March 2023 

 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-report-sets-out-urgent-need-to-work-with-nature 
2 https://planning2.wandsworth.gov.uk/planningcase/comments.aspx?case=2021%2f3609 

 

https://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-report-sets-out-urgent-need-to-work-with-nature
https://planning2.wandsworth.gov.uk/planningcase/comments.aspx?case=2021%2f3609

