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Friends of Wimbledon Park

“Capability Brown & Heritage Wimbledon Park briefing”



Lancelot Capability Brown 1716-1783
Father of the English Landscape Garden

Born and raised in Northumberland before spending his working life improving all four corners of England.
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The Hammersmith Society

Lived by the river in Hammersmith 1751-1764

Sculptor: Laury Dizengremel

The statue is on the riverside walk at Distillery Wharf

Lancelot Brown landscaped 

Wimbledon Park.  His great skill was 

in seeing the potential of an estate; 

describing its great ‘capability’ for 

improvement.  Hence his nickname 

‘Capability’ Brown.

The capabilities and traditional land 

use of Wimbledon Park were 

determined by its topography, soils 

and water supply.

Dave Dawson: Capability Brown’s Wimbledon Park 

A History August 2016.



Capability Brown’s Wimbledon Park 
A History 

Dave Dawson August 2016.

Wimbledon Park 1765 with Park boundary The Finished Landscape 1780s
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19 January 2012

Friends of Wimbledon Park constituted
Our project is this Grade II* Heritage Park
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The Public park is owned 

by the LB Merton 

(27ha including 9ha lake)

The Golf course is 

owned by the All 

England Lawn Tennis 

Club (30ha)

The Wimbledon Club own 

the area marked TWC (4ha)

Capability Brown’s 

Wimbledon Park 

(Only 61ha of the 

original 374ha 

remain) now in three 

ownerships.

Dave Dawson

Owl 

Copse

Ashen 

Grove



Historic England ‘At Risk Register’

➢ The Grade II* Registered Park and Garden (RPG) has 

been included in the Heritage at Risk (HAR) Register 

for London due to the following issues:

➢Uncertainty around the future [of the entire 

historic landscape];

➢The impacts of divided ownership on landscape 

management;

➢Obscured designed views; and 

➢The deterioration of the Lake.
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Special Places for Nature
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Always remembering

“Landscape, Biodiversity & Habitat” 

are our responsibility!

AND

Bearing our accountability above in mind: 

‘What are the Capabilities for 

People in our Heritage Park?’
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Conservation Management Plan (CMP) & Topics

Topics can be briefly described as follows:

➢ Wellbeing includes healthcare for all regardless of age 

and the feel-good factor of individuals.

➢ Sport includes physical activity and games.

➢ Study includes lifelong learning, research and self 

development.

➢ Community is a self-organized network of people with a 

common agenda, cause, or interest, who collaborate by 

sharing ideas, information, and other resources. 

Importantly this includes volunteering.

• Each topic is treated as of equal importance and they provide a different perspective on how to approach each 

programme.  This ensures a balanced view with fair outcomes and respect for the CMP

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/network.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/common.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/agenda.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/interest.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/collaboration.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/idea.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/information.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/resource.html


Sport in Heritage Wimbledon Park

Sport has been an important activity in Wimbledon Park since 1890.  Currently 

there are more than eight organised sports played in Wimbledon Park and run by 

different groups.  

Many of these operate at a national standard;

➢ The Wimbledon Club

❖Cricket

❖Hockey

❖Tennis

❖Squash

❖Junior Sports

➢ Wimbledon Park Golf Club

➢ Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club

➢ Wimbledon Park Bowls Club

➢ Wimbledon Park Angling Club 
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Other important Participating 

Sports & Activity Clubs

• Windmilers

• AFC Wimbledon Foundation

• Wimbledon Park junior parkrun
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Walking for health

➢ There is now overwhelming evidence that regular 

physical activity, such as walking, is one of the best 

things anyone can do to keep healthy.

➢ There is also increasing evidence that spending time in 

green spaces such as parks and gardens is good for our 

mental health, as well as our physical health.

➢ Taken together, it is clear that we should be encouraging 

people of all ages and backgrounds to walk to, and 

through, their local urban parks and green spaces, and 

we should be making it easier for them to do so.
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Events through time

1716 Birth of Capability Brown

1765 Brown landscaped Wimbledon Park for the first Earl Spencer

1827 The 2nd Earl Spencer became an absentee landlord and the Park became farmland

1846 The Park was purchased by J.A Beaumont and housing development began to erode it

1890 The Wimbledon Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club move to Wimbledon Park

1898 Wimbledon Park Golf Club forms

1899 The Wimbledon Club buys the freehold (4 hectares)

1909 Wimbledon Park Bowls Club forms

Wimbledon Skating club operated when the lake froze over

Polo field established north of the lake

1915 The Municipal Borough of Wimbledon purchased the rest of today’s heritage land

1948 Wimbledon Park Angling Club forms

1967 Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club forms

1993 The LB of Merton sold the freehold of the 30ha golf course to the All England Lawn Tennis Club

2018 All England Lawn Tennis Club takeover Wimbledon Park Golf Club. 

More information:

info@friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk

www.thecapabilitybrownsociety.com
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http://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk/


The Capability Brown Society Limited

➢ Objects:

• To promote opportunities for the study, understanding and enjoyment of the special 

qualities of Wimbledon Park through the conservation and enhancement of its designed 

landscape, biodiversity; natural beauty and cultural heritage and to promote and provide 

facilities for sports activities and wellbeing, for the benefit of local residents, schools and 

the wider Community

• To promote nationally the opportunities for the study, appreciation and enjoyment of the 

special qualities of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown’s landscape designs through the 

conservation and enhancement of their natural beauty, its biodiversity and cultural 

heritage, and to promote and provide facilities for visitors, sports activities and wellbeing 

for the benefit of local residents, schools, clubs and the wider community surrounding 

Capability Brown’s landscape designs wherever they may be located’
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