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‘State of Nature in England’

Yet another report titled on our depleted natural world. This report highlights:

1) England is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world due to its long history of industrialization and land
use changes over millennia. Large areas of habitats have been lost with 99.7% of fens, 97% of species-rich grasslands,
80% of lowland heathlands, up to 70% of ancient woodlands and up to 85% of saltmarshes destroyed or degraded.

2) The impacts on species have also been severe, with a quarter of mammals in England and almost a fifth of UK plants
threatened with extinction.

3) Wimbledon Park has many special places for nature such as its ancient and historic woodlands, hedges, and lake (lake
could be enclosed with a nature reserve). These can be enhanced for the benefit of species and visitor enjoyment.

» This was published in July 2022 and is a wake-up call if one is still needed!

%+ https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-report-sets-out-urgent-need-to-work-with-nature



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-agency-report-sets-out-urgent-need-to-work-with-nature

Aware of this loss we got to work

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
/)

Planted over 2500 trees

Enclosed the veteran tree by the Old Bowling Green
Carried out a bat survey

Helped reduce the number of pollution events in the lake
Planted hundreds of bulbs

Provided a Management Plan for Horse Close Wood
Negotiated the daylighting of Wimbledon Park Brook

» But much more to do!




4 City Nature Challenge — The beginning

1) Started in 2016 as a competition between Los Angeles and San Francisco, the City
Nature Challenge (CNC) has grown into an international event, motivating people
around the world to find and document wildlife in their own cities.

2) Run by the Community Science teams at the California Academy of Sciences and the
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (NHM), the CNC is an annual four-
day global bioblitz at the end of April, where cities are in a collaboration-meets-
friendly-competition to see what can be accomplished when we all work toward a
common goal.

3) https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/



https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/

5 City Nature Challenge — What is it now?

28 April - 1 May 2023

1) City Nature Challenge is an annual four-day global 'bioblitz' nature hunt, to assist in
recording and protecting wildlife in urban areas. Every year, cities all over the world take
part in friendly and fun competition to see who can gather the most observations of nature
and find the most species.

2) In City Nature Challenge 2022 almost 1.7 million observations were made of over 50,000
species with over 67,000 people taking part across the world - an astonishing collective
effort that we can eclipse in 2023 with your support.

3) This year, individuals, families, and community groups in over 400 cities globally are
Invited to look for nature in their gardens, parks, public spaces or homes and join this
worldwide effort to record as much wildlife as possible between 28 April and 1 May 2023.




City Nature Challenge — What does one do?

28 April - 1 May 2023

1)

2)

3)

All you need is a smartphone and the iNaturalist mobile app. Share a photo with the app and it will
assist you to identify and record the species you find. Each species record is known as an
observation, and all observations made during the event in participating areas will count towards City
Nature Challenge.

You can then join other nature enthusiasts to work together to formally identify the records before they
are shared for inclusion in local and national wildlife databases, which support nature conservation
efforts.

a)  https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/citizen-science/bioblitz/city-nature-challenge.html

GoParks London - How to Run a City Nature Challenge Event 2023
a) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwV1{Rjpher0



https://uk.inaturalist.org/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/citizen-science/bioblitz/city-nature-challenge.html
https://cprelondon.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9dbffa3049a62d1a4bb4c56c7&id=1fd1dd2905&e=aef2f9ea60

7 How will my observations help science?

1) The information collected will create a valuable snapshot of the variety of wildlife that
lives in cities. Knowing what species live in cities, and where they are, helps us to study
and protect them. Documenting nature on a city-wide scale allows us not only to learn
about the variety of nature in cities, but also about the sustainability of valuable
ecosystems that thrive in cities.

2) With the world's wildlife facing unprecedented declines, and as urban areas expand, it
has never been more important to make our towns and cities healthy and sustainable
places to live side-by-side with nature. The only way to do that is for people to team up
- Including you!




8 Wimbledon Park - City Nature Challenge walk

1)  Set up your smart phone
a) INaturalist mobile app

2)  Either on your own, with others or join the Walk
and Talk Group incorporating a CNC walk on:

4)  Saturday 29" April 1030 — 1200

a)  Starting from the big Walk and Talk
banner near the cafe next to the tennis
courts in the park.

b) https://www.facebook.com/groups/wim
bledonparkwalkandtalk

b)  Then start observing and recording
a) Flora, fauna and fungi



https://uk.inaturalist.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wimbledonparkwalkandtalk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wimbledonparkwalkandtalk

9 Sunset survey meet on dam promenade by water sports building
Monday 15t May 1930 (7.30pm) to 2045 (8.45 pm)

1) Bat scientists are appealing to the public to join in this year’s Bat
Conservation Trust Sunset Survey. With the arrival of warmer spring weather,
much of Britain’s secret night life is out and about now, including our bats
after their long winter rest.

2) You can help conservation by adjusting your eyes to the twilight world to find
out what’s emerging as dusk falls or when dawn arises where you live. It’s
really simple - the Sunset Survey needs no skills or kit and you can do it with
your friends or family from your window, balcony, garden or local green
space..

3) To take part just keep watch for an hour from sunset or before sunrise and let
us know what you see or hear by sending us your records by post or online.
See Sunset Survey form and guide with identification tips can be downloaded
or printed here.

4) On our Wimbledon Park Sunset survey we hope to see Common pipistrelle
shown and other sightings might include Daubenton’s bat.



https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/sunset-sunrise-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/sunset-sunrise-survey
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