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Extracts from 1993 covenant between LBM and AELTC.

The Third Schedule

➢ 3.1 This covenant will not take effect in relation to any part of the area shown coloured green on plan B annexed 

hereto ("the dedication land") until the lease or any continuation or renewal thereof ceases to subsist.

➢ 3.2 subject to paragraph 3.1 above as soon as practicable after golf ceases permanently to be a use on any part of 

the dedication land (a “relevant part") the transferee or its successors in title will dedicate that relevant part as a public 

walkway provided always that the transferor shall have the right to defer the said dedication of the relevant part on 

giving the transferee 28 days notice in a writing to a date which may be nominated by the transferor ("the deferred 

date") subject to giving the transferee 28 days prior written notice of the deferred date.

The fourth schedule

➢ If at any time the whole or any part of the area shown coloured green on plan b is dedicated as a public walkway at the

transferor's cost to fence the boundary of the said walkway to the minimum specification shown on the plan annexed

hereto marked plan c within one year after the date of the said dedication
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Plan of the 

Wimbledon Park 

public lakeside walk 

from the 

1993 covenant 

between 

AELTC & LBM.

Note: The Wimbledon Club (TWC) are not 

party to this covenant.
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Golf ceased to be played on January 1st 2023

Question to AELTC

➢With golf ceasing to be played in Wimbledon Park from January 2023 the Community are looking 

forward to the implementation of the promise given between LBM and AELTC in 1993 for a 

dedicated public walkway around the lake.

Reply from AELTC

❖You will note from the extract that the covenant to designate the part of “the Dedication Land” is 

subject to paragraph 3.1 and therefore does not apply until the 1986 Wimbledon Park Golf Course 

lease ceases to subsist. I can confirm the lease continues to subsist. 
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Explanation on why AELTC are retaining the lease which 
ends in 2041rather than ending it now.

When the freehold and leasehold interests in a property/land are owned by the same person they can apply to the land registry to

have the titles merged i.e. Close the leasehold title so they are just left with the freehold. 

1) However there is no obligation on the owner to do this and they can just carry on as owners of the leasehold and freehold titles. 

2) There can be reasons why it would be in the owner's interest not to merge the two titles. For example, the leasehold title may 

include rights over other land which would be lost if the leasehold title was closed. 

3) Unfortunately, the reason given by AELTC is another example of why it would not be in AELTC's interest to merge the two 

titles. 

4) The obligation to dedicate the public walkway around the lake only comes into effect when the leasehold interest ceases to 

exist. By not applying to the land registry to have the two titles merged the AELTC are delaying their obligation to dedicate the 

walkway until the term of the lease expires. It is not a question of still paying the rent as the AELTC can waive its collection.

5) AELTG now owns both the freehold and leasehold, so if they continue to keep the lease separate they will avoid their 
obligation to dedicate the walkway.
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The Public Lakeside Walk

1) The edge of the lake provides the most diverse wildlife habitat in the heritage park. It is a place for protecting important wildlife habitats and priority 

species and improving access to nature. 

2) Public access to the lake edge is currently restricted to the dam promenade in the public park and there is, as a result, a poor perception by the 

public of the rich habitats on two thirds of the lake perimeter, except perhaps by more privileged anglers and golf players. With the discontinuation 

of the golf course, public access on a new path around the lake would therefore be very welcome with a high Wellbeing factor but it presents a 

challenge if the lakeside habitats are to be protected and enhanced.

3) Currently, there is a strip of land on the lakeside of the golf course which will become a public walkway once golf ceases, but this is impossibly 

narrow in places. It would therefore be incumbent on the three landowners to prioritise the protection of important habitats and adopt a flexible 

approach to the siting of any new public access path. Ideally the path should be designed to have generous setbacks from the lake edge, 

approaching the water’s edge only in limited locations for important views.

4) The five blots on the lakeside landscape need to be relocated. These are the LBM water sports building and boat storage, the TWC sports hall and 

the 6 monthly tennis dome, and the AELTC Greenspaces buildings.

5) The next slide illustrates what could be achieved in consultation with the 3 owners of Heritage Wimbledon Park. This is compared with AELTC’s 

offer of a permitted boardwalk in the lake on land owned by LBM.
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A permitted boardwalk on LBM land A public lakeside walk within a 4.75 ha nature reserve.

Need to 

reach 

agreement 

with the 3 

owners. 

Blots on 

lakeside 

landscape 

are 

relocated.

Part of 

AELTC WPP 

application.

Blots on 

lakeside 

landscape 

remain.
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