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19 January 2012 Friends of Wimbledon Park constituted 
Our project is this Grade II* Heritage Park 
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Dear Members and Associates, 
 

“London’s parks are at a crossroads and we cannot continue as we have in the past – the money simply isn’t 

there. If we pass the tipping point, communities risk losing control of parks, along with democratic 

accountability for the open spaces that they value so much.  

 

London Boroughs face increasing financial pressure and the strain is showing on the resources available for 

parks, leisure and sports facilities. The current climate of austerity does not suggest the situation will improve.  

 

There is doubt about whether or not councils will be able to provide support for the service as money is diverted 

to meet statutory responsibilities such as adult social care and elderly care."  

 

− Cllr Julian Bell, Chair of London Councils’ Transport and Environment Committee (2015)1. 

 

Spoken 5 years ago and included in a review of London’s Parks last year. It still applies and is unlikely to 

change. It makes our job harder but we still need to improve our Heritage Park. This exercise will also include 

locating other sources of funding for capital expenditure and future running and maintenance costs. 

 

Social media enables problems to quickly be highlighted. In 2019 Facebook we had a spate of complaints; 

BBQs, closure of water play, toilet blockages, damage of grass by commercial events and general dissatisfaction.  

 

Solutions will need evidence and a fresh approach on managing change in our heritage park.  It requires the 3 

owners to work together and involvement of Historic England and LB Wandsworth.  

 

Friends of Wimbledon Park have now spent many years gathering information, evidence and opinions 

concerning our Capability Brown designed Grade II* Heritage Park. We wrote the Conservation Management 

Plan (version 05 2016) and a key question was and is ‘What matters and Why’? Our approach guides us to 

projects that preserve and improve the landscape, biodiversity and habitat. Those aspects are our responsibility. 

Bearing our accountability in mind we ask ‘What are the Capabilities for People in our Heritage Park?’ 

 

 “Bottom-up” investment2 is an approach that allows investment decisions and priorities to be shaped and 

influenced by local people and communities who work on the ground, delivering services directly to people. It 

ensures that funding decisions are informed by specific intelligence about local circumstances and the issues that 

individual communities themselves identify as challenges and opportunities. 

 

Reports address the brief they’ve been tasked with so some important considerations can be omitted. Attention to 

detail is essential and this is time consuming. A holistic overview needs to be applied so that a piecemeal style is 

avoided. 

 

Major sources of information and proposals are contained in Reports: 

 
A - Wimbledon Park Restoration Proposals March 1998: Glasspoole Thomson 

This report had four main objectives: 

 To evaluate the potential for park restoration; 

 To evaluate the case for historical re-interpretation 

 To evaluate the wider conservation issues that will ensure that the park has a sustainable future; 

 To evaluate the costs, priorities, and case for implementing these findings. 

 

The report contains useful information and guidance for the 61ha Park and this also helped with drafting of 

Friends of Wimbledon Park Conservation Management Plan for Wimbledon Park. 

 

An example on page 22 are the 1.2m high concrete panel walls along Wimbledon Park Road, Church Road and 

Home Park Road.  AELTC replaced those in Wimbledon Park Road and Church Road in 2014 with traditional 

park fencing allowing passers-by to see the landscape and the lake.  
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Home Park Road 

It’s grim 

Wimbledon Park Road (AELTC 2014) 

It’s cheerful 

  
 

 

B - Wimbledon Park and Lake Masterplan, December 2018: LDA Design3 

The LDA report was not communicated to FOWP in spite of us attending all the consultation meetings. 

However, we discovered this report in March last year.  LDA Design were commissioned by the London 

Borough of Merton in November 2015 to produce a Masterplan for the parts of Wimbledon Park and Lake 

owned by the Council which will create a long-term vision for the next 25 years and provide focus for decision 

making and future investment.  

 

It is limited to the 27ha (including 9ha lake) owned by LBM and contains useful information and guidance. 

We’ve drawn up groups of projects for ease of understanding and implementation whilst keeping a joined up 

approach to the 61ha Park. These can be found on our website which is being improved.  

 

C1 - Wimbledon Park Lake Project (Reservoir Safety and Desilting)4: 

 Inaugural meeting 24 Oct 2017.  

 Membership Agreed – Representatives – LB Merton; LB Wandsworth; Environment Agency; Historic 

England; Wimbledon Park Golf Club; The Wimbledon Club; All England Lawn Tennis Club. 

 Key objective - Ensure that the views of representatives of the various landowners, leaseholders and 

organisations with a remit for remedial works to Wimbledon Lake are fully represented and considered 

as part of the project to undertake the required remedial works to the lake to meet the statutory 

obligations and duties of the council in the interest of reservoir safety, flood risk, amenity, heritage and 

biodiversity. The group will meet regularly to discuss how the project deliverables will further enhance 

the lake as a key component of the landscape.  

 

Available reports from the Technical Advisory Steering Group for the Wimbledon Park Lake Project can be 

found: https://www2.merton.gov.uk/environment/openspaces/parks/parks_in_the_wimbledon_area/wimbledon-

park/wimbledon-park-lake-project.htm 

 

For those interested there are a number of reports to read through! FOWP isn’t included in this Group. Dave 

Dawson has been monitoring progress of this group for us. 

 

C2 - Wimbledon Park Lake Project Flood Study:  

Stage 2 Full Report - Outline Options Appraisal Report has had a limited release. On desilting on page 23 it says 

‘The removal of silt from within the reservoir will not affect the reservoir safety aspects of the work, the 

overflow, auxiliary overflow and dam crest height are the key parameters.  This could be carried out as a 

separate project’. 

 
Options are being considered to remove all risk of dam failure. Failure would lead to rapid release of the lake 

water and life-threatening flows and flooding downstream towards Earlsfield. Sadly, the stringent engineering 

requirements cannot be delivered without significant changes to Capability Brown’s dam. These will harm the 

https://www2.merton.gov.uk/environment/openspaces/parks/parks_in_the_wimbledon_area/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project.htm
https://www2.merton.gov.uk/environment/openspaces/parks/parks_in_the_wimbledon_area/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-park-lake-project.htm


 
 

 Page 5 of 12 

eighteenth-century design, biodiversity and heritage as well as recreational use. Floods will still affect the public 

park, so works will be needed there also. Dave Dawson has proposed an option that minimises this harm. 

 

D – Sport in The Grade II* Heritage Landscape known as Wimbledon Park Unedited draft version 01  

Sport has been an important activity in Wimbledon Park since 1890.  Currently there are more than ten organised 

sports played in Wimbledon Park and run by different groups.  Participation requires either the payment of a 

subscription or a fee.  Some clubs are oversubscribed and have long waiting lists whilst others want more to join.  

Many of these operate at a national standard. It includes angling, golf, athletics, bowls and under The 

Wimbledon Club banner tennis, squash, cricket and hockey.  However adult hockey is no longer played in 

Wimbledon Park. 

 

E - Sport for Stronger Communities; Mayor of London5  

Sport provision has figured highly in discussions with underused facilities in Courts 11-20 and in the stadium 

area. It’s notable that areas and activities are provided for children up to 11 but then it ceases! Sport has a major 

role in the Park. Extracts from ‘Sport for Stronger Communities’ could guide to better provision for a wider 

range of activities. Extracts are: 

 Until recently, community sport was primarily focused on increasing participation. Now 

strategies, such as Sport England’s Towards an Active Nation, and the Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport’s Sporting Future – a New Strategy for an Active Nation, have 

broadened the focus to include health, social and economic outcomes, including: mental 

wellbeing; physical wellbeing; individual development; economic development; and social and 

community development. 

 Both the academic and practitioners’ reviews highlighted that football dominates sport for social 

integration programming, but that there is a need to research into and deliver other mainstream sports, 

both competitive and non-competitive, as well as activities like parkour, ultimate frisbee, kite-surfing, 

and even non-sporty physical activities like walking, dancing and gardening. More creative and unusual 

delivery methods could provide opportunities to engage with new and/or broader audiences, or they 

could prove more effective for social integration. Moreover, the practitioners’ noted that despite the 

predominance of football being used to deliver various programmes and curricula, those that offer best 

practice are adaptable to numerous different sports. 

 

Following discussions with LBM it’s hoped that Table Tennis and Open Water Swimming will soon be 

available. 

 

F- Merton Playing Pitch Strategy August 20196 

The London Borough of Merton has commissioned 4global Consulting to prepare a Playing Pitch Strategy 

(PPS), to provide the council with a clear evidence base and set of recommendations for future outdoor sports 

facility development across the study area. 

 

The assessment will focus on facilities used by the following sports as they were identified as the key sports 

which use facilities within Merton. • Football; • Rugby Union; • Cricket; • Hockey; • Tennis; • Bowls; • 

Athletics; and • Water sports. 

 

Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practicable to include consideration of all forms of play, 

including: 

 Club and league based (formal) play and training; 

 Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play ‘products’ such as Rush 

Hockey, Mash-up Football, Last Man Stands Cricket, Cage Cricket and Touch Rugby); and  

 Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school friends (out of 

school). 

 

Brief extracts of interest (comment made using endnotes): 

All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club: 

 Tennis Protect. - Site is designated as 'open space' which is inappropriate for the venue. Update to 

'international sporting venue' (LBM, AELTC) Short Medium priority 

The Wimbledon Club: 
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 Cricket Enhance. – The club is short of practice net facilities and has plans to reorientate its existing 

nets and to add a further two nets. Work with the club to realise its plans to add a further two practice 

nets to the site (The Wimbledon Club, ECB, SCCB) cost £60,000 Short Medium priority 

 Tennis – Enhance. The club has plans to reorientate7 its existing standalone indoor court to create a 

larger hall and add an extra court. Support the club in realising its plans to add an additional court (The 

Wimbledon Club, LTA, AELTC, LBM). Short Medium priority 

Wimbledon Park: 

 Water sports and Athletics Protect8. – These are the only facilities of this type in Merton. Protect these 

sites for the future and ensure they remain in adequate condition to be attractive to users (LBM) Long 

High priority 

 Tennis Enhance. – 10x poor quality courts on the site Look into the covering of courts with a canopy (if 

possible) and resurfacing the courts (LTA, LBM) cost £750,000 -£250,000) Short High priority 

 Tennis Enhance. – Lack of floodlight park courts in Merton. Explore opportunities for floodlights9 to 

the 10 macadam courts (LTA, LBM) cost £100,000 Short High priority 

 

G - Merton Local Football Facility Plan June 201910 

In summary, the LFFP for Merton identifies opportunities to accurately target investment in football facilities 

across the local area.  Existing facilities in Wimbledon Park: large popular park site with a range of facilities 

including; athletics track and stadium, bowling green, and twenty tennis courts. A section of tennis courts with a 

tarmac surface are also used for football and netball, and ultimately serves as a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA). 

Consultation with the Friends of Wimbledon Park group identifies an opportunity to improve the MUGA to 

accommodate more football and multi sport usage. Any potential development would require further 

consultation and feasibility planning with the relevant National Governing Bodies. Development would also 

need to be in accordance with Merton's Wimbledon Park Masterplan. 

Current users: informal/recreational users. The park is also used by AFC Wimbledon for programmed delivery. 

 

H - Wimbledon Park Lake Dave Dawson, October 2017 

‘Wimbledon Park Lake was the central feature of Wimbledon Park in the eighteenth century, and remains central 

in the surviving part of that park today. That surviving area is a heritage landscape of historic importance, with 

designed vistas and rich biodiversity. The lake and its surrounds are a Grade II* heritage landscape, retaining 

many features from Lancelot Brown’s design. They also support a rich diversity of wildlife, long recognised in 

local planning documents. It is the most important wetland wildlife site in a surrounding area of 35km2’. 

 

The lake, together with the Golf Course, The Wimbledon Club and Horse Close Wood, is included within a Site 

of Importance for nature conservation, grade I, and so it is protected through the policies of the LB Merton 

Unitary Development Plan. The reasons for the designation included its wetland vegetation and its importance as 

habitat for birds and bats. To this may be added the presence of a priority species of fish, the European Eel. 

 

I – Bat Emergence and Activity Surveys August 2017 Alison Fure  

Summary: 

1) A Citizen Science bat survey project was undertaken at Wimbledon Park. This was to enable the 

Friends of Park to recognise features of bat importance and the factors that may cause conservation 

problems as they formulate a strategy for the park.  

2) Seven bat species were recorded at Wimbledon Park during 4 bat emergence, activity and static detector 

surveys, undertaken throughout the recording season. This included common, soprano and Nathusius’s 

pipistrelle bat; noctule and Leisler’s bat; Daubenton’s and a serotine bat.  

3) Tree roosts were suspected during the second survey due to the early emergence and direction of travel 

of pipistrelle and noctule bats. None of the buildings surveyed were found to be in use by bats at this 

time.  

4) The darkest areas of the lake were important for foraging bats and light pollution at the site is a 

problem. Tawny owls, little grebe, swifts, house martins and kingfisher were some of the bird 

highlights.  

5) Recommendations are made to attenuate light pollution and for future monitoring of the bat species. 

J - Horse Close Wood Management Plan 2015 v0.9 Dave Dawson 

The wood is at least 300 years old. The first record of it is from a plan of around 1740, when it was at the 

southern edge of Downe and Dunsford Manor, Wandsworth. In the 18th century, there were several other woods 

nearby, which were incorporated, with Horse Close Wood, into an enlarged Wimbledon Park in the 1750s. 
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Objectives: 

 To maintain and enhance the natural, landscape and amenity value of the wood, both for its own sake 

and in the context of the heritage value of the surrounds. 

 To promote public safety, educational use, quiet enjoyment and access to the wood. 

K - Special species and special places for nature in the Wimbledon Park Grade II* Heritage Site: a map, 

schedule and background. Draft by Dave Dawson 

Much loved animals and plants don’t need just protection, they need (in RSPB terms) a “home”, in ecological 

jargon, a “habitat”11. All the protection in the world will not ensure that animals thrive if they cannot find food, 

shelter and the requisites to breed. Similarly, plants require suitable places to grow12.  

 

Much of Heritage Wimbledon Park is identified as of Borough importance (the Golf Course, Lake and Horse 

Close Wood). The rail sides to the east of the park and the adjacent hedgerows are also of Borough Importance. 

Other nearby Borough sites are along other rail lines, the lower River Wandle, King George’s Park and parts of 

Wandsworth Common. 

 

L - Hydrological engineering survey (not undertaken) 

This would be a useful addition to these reports. For example, we don't know the silt and pollutant load of the 

three main inflows as compared to the runoff from the two adjacent land ownerships. This would determine 

whether priority should go to work on waterside vegetation as a buffer or on the tributaries of the inflows, and 

possibly silt traps. The sediments also need study, as much nutrient and toxins are locked away there. Disturbing 

sediment risks release into the lake water and the River Wandle downstream 

 

M - Walking for health 

Whilst getting to grips with the numerous reports it’s easy to overlook the importance of walking and the 

beneficial effect greenspaces have on wellbeing.  

 There is now overwhelming evidence that regular physical activity, such as walking, is one of the best 

things anyone can do to keep healthy. 

 There is also increasing evidence that spending time in green spaces such as parks and gardens is good 

for our mental health, as well as our physical health. 

 Taken together, it is clear that we should be encouraging people of all ages and backgrounds to walk 

to, and through, their local urban parks and green spaces, and we should be making it easier for them 

to do so. 

 

Many visitors have told us they are looking forward to a public path around the lake. 

 

General information 
 

Historic England ‘At Risk Register’. 

The Grade II* Registered Park and Garden (RPG) has been included in the Heritage at Risk (HAR) Register for 

London. Chris Laine (Historic England) has given the following guidance on removing RPG from HAR: 

“The starting point is Historic England’s letter to the landowners dated 06 June 2016, in which my predecessor 

(Zosia Mellor) stated that the RPG had been included in the HAR Register due to the following issues: 

 Uncertainty around the future [of the entire historic landscape]; 

 The impacts of divided ownership on landscape management; 

 Obscured designed views; and  

 The deterioration of the Lake. 

 

The above issues would need to be addressed before the RPG could be removed from the HAR Register, and the 

responsibility for removing the RPG from the HAR Register lies with the landowners.  

 

All of the landowners are already around the table during meetings of the Wimbledon Park Lake Technical 

Steering Group set up by LB Merton to discuss remedial works to the Lake required under the Reservoirs Act. 

There is tremendous scope for this project to deliver additional heritage, amenity and biodiversity benefits, and I 

have been representing Historic England at these meetings to ensure that the RPG’s significance remains part of 

the discussion, and to ensure that every opportunity is made to improve the poor condition and appearance of 

the Lake as the principal feature of the RPG -- a key determinant in the RPG’s inclusion in the HAR Register.  
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While the discussion is focussed on the Lake at present, this Group represents a forum through which Historic 

England can engage all of the landowners and set up those important discussions about the wider RPG, its HAR 

status and how to remove it from the HAR Register”. 

 

It’s understood that discussions are ongoing to agree a Memorandum of Understanding between the 3 owners, 

The All England Lawn Tennis Club (AELTC), LB Merton (LBM) and The Wimbledon Club (TWC).  

 

Trees and woods 

With the help of Tree Warden Group Merton led by Jane Plant we have continued planting trees in the Public 

Park. Since February 2016 to February 2020 we have: 

1) Planted 2000 trees around Horse Close Wood 

2) Created The Glade in Horse Close Wood 

3) Fenced in the Veteran Oak by the Old Bowling Pavilion. This veteran oak began its life around 1780 in 

a hedgerow between arable fields in Earl Spencer’s Wimbledon Park. King George III was half way 

through his long reign and the American Revolutionary War was drawing to a close. The Oak has real 

conservation value. We plan to keep it healthy and upright. Protecting the area about its roots is very 

important, and this is the reason why it has got a fence around it. Holes and dead wood are part of the 

natural character of such old trees and provide shelter for bats and nesting birds, and places for rare 

insects and fungi to thrive. We hope to enjoy this fine old tree for many more years. 

4) Planted a copse southeast of Wimbledon Park Brook 

5) Planted 11 hornbeams along the Northern Railway Paths to replace the aging hybrid black poplars 

6) Extended the rail side hedge in the SE section  

 

Green Flag award 

We have started work with Andrew Kauffman (idverde) towards the Green Flag award for public parks.   

 Purpose and Aims: 

 To ensure that everybody has access to quality green and other open spaces, irrespective of where 

they live  

 To ensure that these spaces are appropriately managed and meet the needs of the communities that 

they serve  

 To establish standards of good management, and to promote and share best practice amongst the 

green space sector  

 To recognise and reward the hard work of managers, staff and volunteers   

 This involves addressing a field assessment of: 

1) A welcoming Place 

2) Healthy Safe and Secure  

3) Well Maintained and Clean   

4) Environmental Management  

5) Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage  

6) Community Involvement  

7) Marketing and Communication  

8) Management  

 

No progress has been made on this and chasing up is under way. 

 

Capability Brown Society Ltd (CBS)  

A Capability Brown subcommittee was set up by the FOWP EC to prepare and run the Capability Brown 

Tercentenary celebrations in August 2016. This was very effective and showed the value of a related group 

managing time consuming functions.  After the celebrations the National Organisation running the Tercentenary 

Celebrations closed down. Chris Baker took the opportunity to incorporate The Capability Brown Society Ltd, 

on 20th October 2016.   

 

Wandle Valley Fortnight Saturday 14th September to Sunday 29th September 2019. 

i. Wandle Fortnight 2019 was the largest yet, with over 50 community run events and activities run 

across the two weeks 

We participated in the Wandle fortnight with 3 schools presenting music, dance and song, a bat walk and a 

Wimbledon Park Heritage Walk. 

ii. This year the Wandle Fortnight runs from Saturday September 12th to Sunday September 27th 2020.   
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iii. We plan to participate again, dates to be arranged with: 

a. Wimbledon Park Heritage Walk.  

b. Bat walk 

 

Events 2019 
Thanks to Amelia Obertelli-Moriarty & Chris Baker we had: 

1) Dance & Music Saturday 14th September: 

a. We had good feedback on the structure and content but generally low attendance. Worthy of 

comment were the music & dance from the students from St Cecilia’s Academy, Southfields 

Academy and Rickards Lodge (one group had ‘Lives not Knives’ on their T-shirts, a powerful 

message).  

b. This achieved its objectives but failed in its outcome.  The objective being to provide a public 

space for students to perform and the outcome was to an audience. The audience mainly 

consisted of parents and was variable and poor. To discontinue unless another volunteers   

2) The Art Exhibition/Competition on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th November. 

a. Nine schools participated: 

b. Six secondary schools, St Cecilia’s, Southfields Academy, Rickards Lodge, Wimbledon High,  

Bolingbroke Academy and King’s College. 

c. Three primary schools: Riversdale, Wimbledon Park and Albemarle. 

d. A number of independent entries were also received. 

e. This achieved its objectives but failed in its outcome.  The objective being to provide a public 

space for students to perform and the outcome was to attract visitors. Visitor numbers were 

variable and poor. To discontinue unless another volunteers. 

 

Other events attended 

 Attended Merton Heritage Discovery day at Civic Centre, Saturday 11th May 1230-1630. 

 Attended Southfields Harvest at St Barnabas Church, Saturday 28th September. 

 

Crime 

Crime report for Heritage Wimbledon Park shows a total of 10 crimes (8 in 2018 & 18 in 2017)  Total stop & 

searches 59 (16 in 2018). Our thanks to Clive Williams for this compilation.  

 

Note: Wimbledon Park is located in three wards in two London Boroughs, Wandsworth & Merton  [West Hill 

(LB of W): Village (LB of M): Wimbledon Park (LB of M)] and Information extracted from the Crime Maps for 

West Hill, Village & Wimbledon Park Wards from www.police.uk 

 

Social media 
 

Website 

John Berkoski is making good progress is being made and we hope to have it running properly soon. 

 

Facebook 

Amelia Obertelli-Moriarty reports that the average level of followers of FOWP FB page now totals 1062.  This 

information has been very helpful in guiding the Friends on what matters to the Community.  Solutions are 

generally complex and funding issues are part of the problem. The first step is getting agreement on what needs 

to be done.  

 

State of grounds in the park - 1,100 plus 40 comments. 

 

Water play area - 10100 views  

This was closed due to an unrepairable fault and the cost to reinstate this facility is over £200K. A bid has been 

made by Doug Napier (Greenspaces Manager) 

 

Toilets - 900 plus views 

These are checked and cleaned every two hours and a tick added to the attendance sheet found in each facility.  

 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Clive/aaDocuments%20-%20CW/Local%20Issues/www.police.uk
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Any problems should be reported to park staff. Frequent closures due to blockage were a real problem. Plans of 

the sewers and water pipes have been obtained from Thames Water and this should help identify underground 

problem/s. 

 

Liaising with Cllr Ed Gretton on improving the playground toilet block. 

 

BBQs 

Complaints on the use and debris from BBQs featured frequently in social media.  In September 2019 we 

reviewed our Position Paper on BBQs and the section on damage: 

a. The evidence suggests an increase in damage by BBQs to grass, careless disposal of BBQ coals 

often on tree roots and also litter including discarded used nappies. 

b. Volunteers have been particularly concerned that the reckless discarding of hot BBQ coals will 

damage or destroy trees with the veterans at particular risk. 

c. The litter generally gets collected the day after BBQ activity. 

d. The coals take longer to clear. 

e. The damaged grass takes months to recover 

f. None of this needs to occur in order to enjoy barbecuing! 

Following consultation in 2015 our position on BBQs remains: 

1) The risk of injury from fire and unwanted fire damage maybe low but the cost implications of legal 

liabilities and remedial action could be very high. 

2) In our view disposable BBQs should not be allowed. 

3) The capacity of our park to meet demand is questionable and suggests that charges should be 

introduced to control demand and defray staff and other costs. 

4) Banning BBQs is cost free although there may be enforcement costs. 

5) A better approach would be to ban BBQs and provide a nice picnic area with trees and seating such 

as that in King Georges Park. 

6) This addresses the principle of replacing a valued facility with a different but equally valued 

facility. 

 

Commercial events 

Commercial events range from Fireworks where attendances are about 20,000 over 2 performances to Food 

Festival with 10,000 visitors13 (2016) over 2 days. Strong views are held both for, against and in between over 

the value of commercial events. However the demand is clearly there but increasingly complaints concerning the 

damage done to the grass and displacing of other Wellbeing activities have grown dramatically.   

 

Pines & Needles has been an annual pop up shop for almost ten years but reinstatement of the grass area is not 

currently undertaken.  Last year it returned to green in May (some of it was grass) to then be covered over during 

Wimbledon Fortnight.  Consequently it’s an unsightly earthy patch for most of each year. Little Christmas in a 

Big Top 14/12/19 to 5/1/20 required about 1ha of the Great Field. When it left visitors were horrified by the 

muddy patch that it uncovered! The operator of this event is well intentioned but the task of reinstating this area 

to grass before June looks nigh impossible! 

 

Like other Local Authorities LBM need Commercial Events to help fund their Greenspaces. Wellbeing is 

improved by visiting greenspaces and research increasingly shows this matters to maintain a healthy population 

both mentally and physically. Where standards are lowered such as bare ground rather than grass is visible then 

the value to Wellbeing reduces. 

 

In relation to this a suggested approach could be: 

 Community consultation should be an accepted process. 

 No damage to biodiversity (including soil biodiversity) 

 Grass and other spoliation to be returned to good condition on completion of event 

 Vistas should not be obscured 

 Wimbledon Park café shouldn’t be disadvantaged. 

 We should agree the number of events each year.  

 A cost benefit analysis should be undertaken to avoid those events providing a poor return 
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From LBM’s website14: 

Our parks are available for hire for outdoor events and we welcome the use of our parks, but you must first 

get our permission. 

An "event" is: 

 a gathering of 30 or more persons, or 

 where event infrastructure (including tents or furniture) is brought to site, or 

 where organised activities are proposed (licensable or other) which may constitute an event (at 

the discretion of the Director of Public Spaces). 

Looking on LBM website there are 5 areas for hire namely: 

1) Event space 1:   Athletics stadium 

2) Event space 2:   Courts 11-20 

3) Event space 3:   Old Bowling Green area 

4) Event space 4:   Great Field 

5) Event space 5:   Lakeside 

6) On occasions Horse Close Wood car park is also used. Most recently as a lorry park.  

 

These are suggested options to focus event organisers’ minds on the different opportunities and are not cast in 

stone as discrete products. Pricing is: 

Event footfall Hire Fee (per day, excluding VAT) 

Up to 499 £160 

500-999 £320 

1000-1999 £925 

2000-2999 £1,385 

3000-3999 £1,845 

4000-4999 £2,400 

5000-9999 £4,700 

 

A lot more thought needs to be given to Commercial events and the effect they are having on other activities, 

landscape, biodiversity, habitat and visitors enjoyment.  This may require radical solutions including significant 

investments.  

 

FOWP Forum 
 

The rationale for the FOWP Forum is to draw in all the park related expertise and interests in an open and 

transparent way.  This provides the FOWP Executive Committee members with valuable feedback on their 

undertakings to improve Heritage Wimbledon Park for public benefit. 

   

Communication is based on legitimate interests so facilitating working together in a transparent manner and 

furthers networking on a continuous basis. 

 

Widening membership so that more in the Community have access to this Forum is an aspiration and invitations 

are being sent to groups that may wish to participate. Attendance will be as a guest and they will have the option 

to join in based on legitimate interests.   

 

Key points: 

 The Executive Committee (EC) continued to improve its knowledge and expertise.  Jackie Lever joined 

during the year. 

 There are four London Borough Council wards surrounding the park.  To provide further free flow of 

information 11 of the 12 councillors are ex officio members of the FOWP Forum.   

 Leonie Cooper, GLA member for Merton and Wandsworth is an ex officio member.   

 Dave Dawson (our environment and ecology adviser) is an ex officio member.   

 Sarah Gould (Service Manager (Heritage & Local Studies) an important link with LBM is an ex officio 

member. 

 Gerard Sebastian handles our membership and is an ex officio member. 

 John Berkoski is overseeing our website and an ex officio member. 
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 Johnny Perkins is our main contact with AELTC is an ex officio member.   

 We’re pleased that the Rt Hon Fleur Anderson (MP for Putney) and Stephen Hammond (MP for 

Merton) have agreed to be Honorary Friends of FOWP.   

 We continue to liaise with park officers (LBM & idverde) both formally and informally.  These 

interactions will become more important as community involvement in the park increases 

 

A word on associate membership 

Under our constitution, we have a membership category called 'associates'. This includes: individuals in an 

organisation which joins as a corporate member; park officers; and members of the three local residents’ 

associations (Southfields Grid, Wimbledon Park and Wimbledon House, the founding members of the Friends of 

Wimbledon Park).  

 

Wimbledon Park is remarkable for the number of assets it contains and our job is to ensure that these are not lost 

or wasted but are enhanced.  This requires the owners and community to work together on implementing the 

Conservation Management Plan. 

 

Finally if you support our volunteer work we’d appreciate it if more in the community became members. Our 

funds are low but whilst keeping expenditure controlled more income would be welcome. 

http://www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk 

 

 

Nick Steiner 

Chairman FOWP March 2020 

 

1 A review of London’s parks and green spaces: strategy, governance and value for THE LONDON GREEN 
SPACES COMMISSION prepared by Parks for London February 2019 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/a_review_of_londons_parks_green_spaces.pdf 
2 Sport for Stronger Communities Mayor of London page 7. 
3 Wimbledon Park and Lake Masterplan, December 2018: LDA Design: 

https://www2.merton.gov.uk/environment/openspaces/parks/parks_in_the_wimbledon_area/wimbledon-park/masterplan.htm 
4 Available reports from the Technical Advisory Steering Group for the Wimbledon Park Lake Project can be found: 

https://www2.merton.gov.uk/environment/openspaces/parks/parks_in_the_wimbledon_area/wimbledon-park/wimbledon-

park-lake-project.htm 
5 Sport for Stronger Communities, Mayor of London; 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sport_for_stronger_communities_digital_version_1.4.19.pdf 
6 Merton Playing Pitch Strategy August 2019 

https://www.merton.gov.uk/assets/Documents/Merton%20Playing%20Pitch%20Strategy%20-%20August%202019.pdf 
7 the re-orientation of the green shed (indoor tennis court) provides an opportunity, not only to enhance tennis provision, but 

also to remove an eyesore. 
8 The financial details in the LDA Masterplan made it clear that both athletics and watersports are loss-making facilities. 

Whilst they are the only such facilities in Merton, such facilities should be evaluated on a wider geographic basis which 

would show that the situation is different 
9 lighting in the public park is pollution, with harmful effects on wildlife, especially bats for which the heritage landscape is 

important. 
10 Merton Local Football Facility Plan June 2019: https://localplans.footballfoundation.org.uk/local-authorities-

index/merton/merton-local-football-facility-plan/ 
11 The abundance of animals generally correlates well with the places that they select to live (Boyce, M.S. et al. 2015. Can 

habitat selection predict abundance? Journal of Animal Ecology 85:11-20). As a jargon term, “habitat” may not be easily 

understood. The RSPB describes “giving nature a home, another suggestion comes from the title of excellent review of 

conservation of UK nature by Sir John Lawton, published in 2010, “making space for nature”.  
12 There is often a link between habitat and landscape, as many habitat features are also visual features: such as Horse Close 

Wood, or the Lake and its edges. However, it would be wrong to conclude that conserving the view will always also conserve 

biodiversity. In the park, a good example is bats, some of which roost under roofing tiles of ordinary houses and which 

depend upon flying insects, many of which live unseen underwater before they emerge as flying adults. 
13 Wimbledon Park event hire. https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/outdoor-venues-event-

hire/wimbledon-park-event-hire 
14 Guide to holding your event in Merton. https://www.merton.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-culture/outdoor-venues-event-

hire/guide-to-holding-your-event-in-merton 
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