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Foreword 

Sport has been an important activity in Wimbledon Park since 1890.  Currently there are more 

than ten organised sports played in Wimbledon Park and run by different groups.  Participation 

requires either the payment of a subscription or a fee.  Some clubs are oversubscribed and have long 

waiting lists whilst others want more to join.  Many of these operate at a national standard. 

 

This document uses information from the uncompleted Timeline which will be published in 

due course.  Its purpose is to inform about the main sports clubs operating in the park so 

readers have a better understanding of the sports in the Heritage Park. 

 

Short precis have been received from: 

Wimbledon Park Angling Club 

Wimbledon Park Bowls Club 

Wimbledon Park Golf Club 

Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club 

The Wimbledon Club 

 Cricket 

 Hockey 

 Junior Sports 

 Tennis 

 Squash 
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CB300 Timeline 

 

Year Event 

1716 Birth of Capability Brown 

1760 Capability Brown designs Wimbledon Park 

 Park dwindles in size and sports clubs move into the park 

1890 The Wimbledon Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club move to Wimbledon Park 

1891 Wimbledon Hockey Club move to Wimbledon Park 

 Wimbledon Skating club operated when the lake froze over 

 Polo field established north of the lake 

1898 Wimbledon Park Golf Club forms 

1899 The Wimbledon Club buys the freehold (4 hectares) 

1909 Wimbledon Park Bowls Club forms 

1912 Wimbledon Borough Council buys the remaining open space (57 hectares) 

1933 The Wimbledon Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club open a squash court 

1948 Wimbledon Park Angling Club forms 

1952 Wimbledon Park Athletics Track opens; Wimbledon Athletic Club formed 

1961 Wimbledon Park Athletics Stadium grandstand opened 

1967 
Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club forms, amalgamating the Wimbledon Athletic Club and 
the Hercules Athletic Club 

1965 Wimbledon joins with Mitcham, Merton & Morden to form the London Borough of Merton 

1968 The Wimbledon Club is formed 

1973 The Lakeside Squash Club is formed 

 The London Borough of Merton sells 30 hectares to the All England Lawn Tennis Club 

2000 Lighting installed in the athletics stadium making it useable all year round 

2010 
Opening of the Wimbledon Park Community Clubhouse at the stadium, thanks to 

fundraising by Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club 
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Wimbledon Park Angling Club 
 
Wimbledon Park Angling Club was founded in 1948. It is not for 
profit organisation run and managed by Club Members through a 
Committee, which meets once a month, and through an Annual 
General Meeting which typically meets in June. The Club has its 
own Constitution and Rules and members are expected to follow 
these as a condition of Membership. Control is exerted through a 
group of volunteer bailiffs. Membership of the Club is restricted to 
150 and there is an annual subscription to pay to cover the costs 
of administration, access fees, insurance and lakeside 
maintenance and repairs. While the prime aim of the Club is to 
secure and enhance the fishing experience for Members, the 
Club is deeply committed to the ecological well-being of the 
plants, animals and birds which are to be found in and around the 
Lake. To this end Club members are encouraged to contact the 

Environment Agency in the case of suspected pollution, and the Club also makes regular donations to 
the Swan Sanctuary and the Angler’s Trust. 
 
 

Wimbledon Park Bowls Club 

The Bowls Clubhouse was built in 1909 along with two of the four proposed 
bowling greens, which opened in June 1909. The onset of World War I 
stopped construction of the other two greens leaving the clubhouse off 
centre to the current green.  

The English Women’s Bowling Association held their National 
Championships at Wimbledon Park for two weeks each year from 1935 until 
1939 and then after World War II from 1945 until 1976. During this time the 
green also hosted the London Parks Bowling Association Championships. If 
you had bowled at Wimbledon Park you really were someone and had 
made your mark in the bowling world.    

In 1969, the Surrey County Women’s Bowling Association presented the 
Wimbledon Council with the pavilion clock, which remains to this day, in memory of a very famous 
lady bowler – Mrs Johns, after whom the National Inter-county ‘John’s Trophy’ is still played.  

In 2005 Wimbledon Park Bowls Club and Wimbledon Park Ladies’ Bowls Club formally amalgamated 
to become the mixed club that they are today. In 2007 the ladies section celebrated their diamond 
jubilee and in 2009 the club celebrated the first one hundred years of bowling at Wimbledon Park.  

The club has achieved much recognition over these years. The ladies having produced England 
international players in the 1950s and 1960s, with more recent successes through Surrey County titles 
in each of the past five decades.  

In the Surrey Men’s Championships success came in the 1990s and again in 2015, when the club 
produced the youngest ever Surrey Men’s Champion. 

Wimbledon Park has been proud of its roots as a London Parks' club winning the prestigious Jackson 
Shield for being the top London Parks' Bowling Club in 1991. 

Local success has also been achieved within the Wimbledon and District Bowls Association. 
Wimbledon Park bowlers having won individual honours in each of the last six decades, including ten 
titles in the last ten years!  
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Since 2014 club members have won three Merton Civic Awards as well as the Mayor of London's 
'Under 25 - My Community Award' and in 2014, Bowls England, the National Governing Body of the 
sport of lawn bowls, recognised the achievements of Wimbledon Park by awarding them regional 
winners for the South of England and 3rd place overall in the England Bowls 'Club of the Year' 
competition. 

 

Wimbledon Park Golf Club 

There is some evidence that golf was played at Wimbledon Park 
before 1898, but it is not very reliable. There is a record of the first 
professional and greenkeeper being appointed in 1897. 

In the late 19th century, when the Park was under severe pressure 
from developers a few public-spirited residents secured a 
substantial part of the land for the purpose of sport. These 
gentlemen formed an association called the Wimbledon Park Sports 
Club Ltd with the object of promoting golf, cricket, croquet, football, 
tennis, lacrosse, polo, skating, curling, fishing and shooting.  

The April 15th 1898 issue of Golf Magazine devotes a substantial article to the opening of the new 
course. On Saturday 2nd April Horace Hutchinson drove off the first tee at 3pm. General Sir Hugh 
Gough declared the course open and an exhibition match was then played for a purse of 10 guineas 
between Peter Paxton and Roland Jones. Paxton was the well-known Tooting Bec Professional who, 
in consultation with Mr R Peirce, the honorary secretary of the Club, had laid out the eighteen holes.  

The course is described as “prettily situated on undulating ground surrounded on three sides by 
wooded hills and winding round the lake which at several points forms a fine natural hazard. Some of 
the holes are of a distinctly sporting character – notably the 15th, 16th and 17th.  In driving the 15th, the 
corner of the wood has to be crossed while a foozled tee shot at either the 16th or 17th will be severely 
punished in the narrow end of the lake.” 

The first President of the Club was Lord Dartmouth. The Golfing Annual for 1897/98 records that the 
subscriptions for original members were 3 guineas and £1 11s 6d for gentlemen and ladies 
respectively. New membership cost 5 guineas and £2 12s 6d. The course was open on Sunday 
subject to the condition that members carry their own clubs so as to give the caddies a day of rest. 
Ladies were not allowed to play on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays nor on gentlemen’s 
competition days. Sixteen months later, the number of members was nearly 400.Today we have 680 
members, a large and vibrant Ladies section and a very successful junior section with many low 
handicap players 

Unfortunately the Club lost nearly all its pre-1944 records as the third clubhouse was destroyed in the 
Second World War. The present re-built clubhouse was finally opened in 1952. 

In 1986 the Club succeeded in negotiating a new 55-year lease from the London Borough of Merton, 
in spite of fierce opposition from the Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association and the Wimbledon Park 
Users’ Committee. The Council announced its intention to sell the freehold of the course in 1994 and 
invited sealed bids, resulting in the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club becoming the new 
landlord, with whom we enjoy the most cordial relations. 

The club has been flourishing in recent times with a good mix of members from the local community.  
The course is the envy of many similar ones in the surrounding area due to its excellent condition.  
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The clubhouse has an enviable position overlooking the Wimbledon Park lake and is a great venue for 
various social engagements.   

Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club 

Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club was created in 1967, bringing 
together the Hercules Athletic Club (originally the Hercules Ladies 
Athletic Club), formed in 1933 in Streatham, and the Wimbledon 
Athletic Club, which was founded after the Wimbledon Park track was 
opened in 1952 by former Olympic hurdler Lord Burghley. Over the 
years the Club has regularly produced athletes of international 
standard on the track, road and over cross country and currently 
boasts over 600 members. Coaching in all disciplines, from sprinting 
and middle/long distance running to hurdling, jumping and throwing, 
takes place at Wimbledon Park Stadium on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings between 5pm and 9pm. Such coaching is geared towards 
competition for all age groups in track and field, indoor, cross country 

and road racing leagues, open meetings and championship meetings at county, regional and national 
level. Full Club membership is open to athletes from the age of 10. In addition the Club runs a thriving 
7Upsandovers group on Sunday mornings for youngsters aged 7-11 to enjoy an introduction to all 
track and field events. This has become so popular that the coaches frequently have to operate a 
waiting list. 

 

The Wimbledon Club 

Cricket 

Wimbledon Cricket Club was founded in 1854, just nine years 
after Surrey County Cricket Club. Early matches were played on 
Wimbledon Common.  

By the 1880s visiting teams increasingly expected a permanent 
pavilion, which was not permitted on the Common, and in 1890 
the Club moved to its present ground in Church Road, initially 
on a ten year lease with an option to purchase the freehold. 
This was duly exercised.  

The Club survived an attempt by neighbours the All England 
Club when they made a substantial unsuccessful offer for our 
ground.  

The fixture list established following the move to Church Road varied little in character for the next 
eighty years. It was an amalgam of leading clubs from London, Surrey and Kent, wandering clubs and 
old boys’ sides, banks and hospitals. The Club attracted many leading amateurs of the day, among 
them many Blues and no fewer than five Test Match Captains.  

When league cricket was proposed in 1966, Wimbledon players voted unanimously not to join the 
Surrey Championship. By 1970, however, it was clear that the tide could not be stemmed and 
Wimbledon helped form the Surrey Cricketers League. By 1978, they had won it three years in 
succession and in 1980 joined the Championship, winning it in 1981. This success was repeated 
eleven times by 2013. The second and third XI's also prospered and in 1992 and again in 2000 all 
three teams won their divisions, a sign of strength and commitment in depth. 

Juniors have never been overlooked. The Club’s first Honorary Secretary in 1854 was a 17 year old 
keeper. Schoolboy sides were run in the 1930's and after the war. The coaching schemes of the 
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1970's and 80's were somewhat erratic, but nonetheless nurtured four members into first class 
cricket.  

The Club’s record in the Championship has been formidable: 

•     The 1st team has won the Premier title 14 times. 

•       There has not been one season in which the 1st team has lost more than it has won. 

•     In the 35 years to 2016, the three (now five) elevens have won 46 league titles - more than any 
other club in Surrey. 

Sunday cricket has been a casualty of this increased emphasis on league cricket, and went into a 
sharp decline for a few years. Happily we are now running friendly fixtures every Sunday against 
established sides and are providing the sort of cricket that some prefer to play. 

Sundays is also the day that our Academy team youthfully spring into action during the summer 
holidays – they have recorded great success over the last few years and have provided a number of 
players who have performed with distinction in the 1st XI.  

2012 passed into history as the most successful in the Club’s history when as well as the top three 
elevens winning their respective league titles, the T20 side were crowned as National Champions in 
front of the Sky TV cameras at Edgbaston. 

Success continued as 2013 saw us retain our National T20 trophy as well as making it a hat trick of 
back to back League titles at 1st XI level and picking up the 3rd and 4th XI trophies for good measure. 

2015 saw us venture into professionalising our support, with the appointment of Matt Spriegel as 
Director of Cricket.  Matt has played County Cricket with Surrey and Northants. 

 

Hockey 

Wimbledon Hockey Club was officially formed in 1883 and is now the third oldest existing Hockey Club 
in the World. Originally they played on the outfield of the Wimbledon Cricket Club on Wimbledon 
Common, but in 1890 they moved, in conjunction with the Cricket Club, to the present site in 
Wimbledon Park. With great foresight the Club first leased the ground for what might now be 
considered a peppercorn sum and a few years later purchased the freehold. One of the founders of 
the Hockey Club was A. L. Agar who had the prescience to see that a new sport would need a 
Governing Body and to that extent he set up both the Surrey County Hockey Association and more 
importantly the Hockey Association (now England Hockey). As a result of Agar’s influence the first 
adopted rules of hockey were ‘The Wimbledon Rules’, many of which still apply today. 

In 1889 The Wimbledon Ladies Hockey Club was formed, and they are now the oldest existing 
Women’s Hockey Club in the World. It was nearly 100 years before the men and women formally 
amalgamated, but the two clubs have always had much in common. 

In the 1890s Wimbledon became a major force in hockey and often attracted crowds of over 600 to 
watch the 1st Xl play. During the 1890s the club played 97 matches, winning 88 and drawing 3 and of 
that team seven represented England in the first ever International Match. 

By the 1920s, despite the curtailment of activities during the Great War, Wimbledon were again 
amongst the top clubs in England with several members representing England and in one season six 
Wimbledon members represented Scotland. At the same time Wimbledon Ladies began to flourish, 
first in Wimbledon Park, but latterly in various grounds in the Wimbledon area when the total number 
of members meant that there was not enough pitch space to accommodate ten teams in Church 
Road. Before they moved on The Wimbledon Ladies had established a skating section which 
performed on the nearby lake, although not much Ice Hockey, as it is now known, was played there. 
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At the start of the Second World War the hockey Club was suspended for the duration and resumed 
activity again in 1945, initially with a few pre-war stalwarts, but soon the Club was running six teams 
every week. Several Oxbridge Blues arrived to strengthen the team and by 1956/7 Wimbledon were 
the foremost team in the London area and included several members representing Surrey and the 
South of England. At the same time the peripatetic Ladies were playing at several grounds in the 
Wimbledon area, but none proved worthy of the high standing the Club held, not least as England 
captain Melvyn Hickey turned out for Wimbledon Ladies every week. 

In 1965 the 1890 mortgage on the ground was finally paid off and in 1968 the Wimbledon Club was 
formed through the formal amalgamation of the Cricket, Tennis and Hockey Clubs and soon thereafter 
three squash courts were built on site and Lakeside Squash Club became the fourth sports section in 
Church Road. At the same time the AELTC across the road, began to transform itself into the modern 
image it is today and The Wimbledon Club wisely entered into several partnerships to take advantage 
of the new circumstances. Finances were tight but nevertheless the Edwardian Pavilion was 
demolished almost of necessity and a new pavilion built. 

For hockey the 1970s introduced all weather pitches and league hockey. For once the Hockey Club 
was slow to see what the future held and fortunes on the field fell, perhaps because they were still 
playing on the cricket outfield whereas other local clubs switched to new fangled Astroturf. But in 1985 
things began to look up when Wimbledon Ladies finally decided to return to their home from home and 
become a fifth sports section of The Wimbledon Club. As the Club grew so the necessity for a larger 
Club House became apparent and in 1998 the present building was formerly opened including state of 
the art squash courts and an all sport Sports Hall. 

To accommodate the influx of new members extra pitches had to be found and agreement was 
reached with Kings College School, to create an Artificial Turf pitch, principally for 1st Xl use, but soon 
all the Club’s Xl were using the new pitch, often at anti-social hours. But despite this new facility, and 
the introduction of a Junior Section, the Club’s fortunes on the pitch went into a steady decline until by 
the beginning of the new millennium a small group of senior members determined to halt the slide and 
in 11 years the First Xl rose through seven Divisions to become the premier hockey club in England, a 
position they currently hold for a second year. During this time the whole ethos of the Club was 
altered. Recruitment was taken very seriously and Junior Hockey became of major importance. In 
these years we have introduced the role of Director of Hockey, currently an ex England and GB player 
and as other prominent players have realised the assets that the Club has to offer so they have joined 
to achieve success both on and off the field, to the extent that we currently have six club members 
who will be representing GB in the Rio Olympics. And they follow in the footsteps of tens of others who 
have gained international recognition whilst playing at Wimbledon over the years. 

This playing curve was replicated in the Ladies Section, but it is good to see that they too have started 
to rise through the Regional Leagues and are now classified in the top 20 teams in England. 

All this success is on the back of a thriving Junior Section for both boys and girls which now has some 
650 young players on its books, many of whom are already playing representative hockey at several 
Junior levels. 

But as the Club has grown to be the third largest in England there is an ever more urgent need for 
extra hockey pitches in Wimbledon and to have one so close to the Club in Wimbledon Park would not 
only be a major boost for the Club, but also for the Borough as it is expected that such a venue would 
attract representative hockey to the new facilities. 

 

Junior Sport 

At The Wimbledon Club, we try to uphold our Sport-For-All ethos and, to follow that through, we have 
developed junior sport for 2 year olds to 16 year olds (when youngsters are invited to play for senior 
sections). 
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How did it all start? 

Way back in 1970s, a group of enthusiastic parents saw the need for junior sport at the Club. They 
therefore initiated tennis and squash coaching sessions for up to 12 youngsters per session. 

This was followed in the late 1980s by the introduction of full junior membership which allowed 
youngsters to play all 4 sports. The full junior membership was set at a modest value for money rate to 
encourage membership and to ensure numbers were achieved in order to cover financing for 
equipment, ground hire and coaching expenses. 

The earliest records we can find for junior cricket coaching are from the mid 1980’s where sessions 
were organised for about 25 youngsters. Compared to nowadays numbers were minimal. On Friday 
nights now you can see approximately 100 girls and boys training, and on Sunday mornings some 500 
youngsters enjoy playing for one of the most renowned clubs in the country. 

Junior Boys Hockey sessions took place at the club on grass in the late 1980’s. Given the difficulties of 
controlling the ball on grass, when the boys progressed to playing on Astroturf around the late 1990’s, 
their skills were considerably enhanced! 

Girls’ junior hockey coaching was started in the early 1980’s, down the road at Oberon playing fields, 
and facilitated by volunteers made up from local teachers, senior players and parents. Sessions took 
place on grass, but numbers were minimal compared to the 600 or so members we have nowadays, 
all of whom train and play matches on Astroturf and are coached by qualified, paid coaches, some of 
whom are international hockey players. 

Junior Squash sessions were held on Friday evenings and Saturday mornings as they are now, but 
we have approximately 140 youngsters compared to around 12 in the early days. 

Junior tennis sessions were held in the early 1970s before the Full Membership option was started. 
Sessions were organised by parents and were pretty sporadic compared to the extensive offerings of 
today, where all coaches are qualified and the structure of the club follows the guidelines set out by 
the LTA. 

The club has achieved Clubmark accreditation in all four sports which is the national accreditation 
scheme administered by Sport England across all sports. It is built round a set of core criteria which 
ensure that accredited clubs operate to a set of consistent, and accepted minimum operating 
standards.  

What does this mean in layman’s terms? 

The club is a safe, child friendly, welfare conscious place to bring your youngsters to learn how to play 
cricket, hockey, squash and tennis. 

2 – 6 year old youngsters can sign up for our Short Sport sessions - designed specifically to teach 
them the basic skills for playing cricket, hockey, squash and tennis. Prior to Short Sports, the Club 
held Playball sessions which also cover the basics of hand, eye and ball coordination. 

As soon as youngsters are up to the required standard they can then join in junior sport sessions up to 
U16 age group (U15 with cricket). 

For more information about sport at the club, please send an email to reception@twcsport.co.uk 

Squash 

Formed in 1973, Squash is the youngest of the sports sections at The Wimbledon Club. The boom in 
squash coincided nationally with the time the Club were looking to expand its sporting reach, making 
squash a natural choice for the club to invest in. Originally three courts were built, then a fourth and by 
1984 a 5th court with a glass rear wall was built. The initial promotional effort to attract members 
brought in 375 full members. The 5 courts the Club have today, including 4 glass back courts, two of 
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which are tournament standard is a far cry from the single gas lit court that was more frequented by 
the groundsman’s machinery than actual squash players in the 1960s!  

Whilst nationally squash has not retained the same level of participation as it enjoyed in the 70s, The 
Wimbledon Club squash has established itself as one of the most active sections in London. We 
currently have 405 squash players, boasting the largest junior section in London and the South East, 
underpinned by ‘gold’ club status for junior development. We were recently also delighted to be able to 
launch the countries first girls’ only junior training group.  

Team squash forms an important part of the section’s heritage. Currently there are 13 teams in the 
section playing across Surrey Cup, Alma Cup, Bath Cup, Queens Cup and Junior leagues. The 
section prides itself on being able to provide our members with watching squash at an elite level, with  
the team squads including former world number 2 Peter Marshall and former world number 5 Peter 
Barker. 2016 also heralded the inaugural TWC Squash Squared Open Tournament, the largest club 
based professional tournament to be held in England. The Club was graced by 8 players within the 
world’s top 50 including the eventual winner former world number 1 James Wilstrop.  

2016/17 sees the section looking forward to another exciting season of squash with our men’s teams 
competing at the top end of their divisions, our juniors continuing to develop and achieve 
representative honours and the membership excited to host the 2nd TWC Squash Squared Open.  

Tennis 

Tennis was first played at The Wimbledon Club in 1890 shortly after Wimbledon Cricket Club 
purchased the lease to Miss Sarah Beaumont’s 9 acre site, creating The Wimbledon Cricket and Lawn 
Tennis Club in the process. The sport was in its infancy and the only surface was grass, the first 
tournament taking place in July with the Surrey Independent commenting on the high quality of the 
courts and unwelcome interference of the rain! 

In these early years the tennis season lasted just 3 months, from May to July, but by 1911 it was 
fielding teams to compete in 32 fixtures and as the sport grew the committee elected to extend play 
and introduce hard courts to provide surface variety, as well as a ladies’ doubles tournament to 
‘encourage volleying’. 

In 1928 the Club appointed its first tennis coach, W. H. T. Cooke, who also became official coach to 
the Surrey County Lawn Tennis Association. Over the decades that followed, the Club established 
itself as one of the friendliest in Surrey and became as much a social hub for tennis players and their 
families in Merton as a centre of sporting excellence. In 1961 a 15 year-old Virginia Wade won the 
ladies’ singles title, 16 years before she would return to lift the trophy at the All England Lawn Tennis 
and Croquet Club across the road, and under the direction of Pam Rugg it developed a junior 
programme to rival any in the country. In 1967 nine juniors competed in the national junior 
championships, with John de Mendoza beating J. P. R. Williams (later of Welsh rugby fame) in the 
final. 

Over the past 40 years the tennis section’s membership has risen steadily and now over 1000 
members, adult and junior, enjoy the club’s outstanding facilities. With a variety of modern surfaces 
including acrylic and synthetic clay courts, and the erection of a temporary winter air dome allowing 
optimal conditions for play for the full 12 months of the year, the section remains led by members but 
employs a tennis director to manage the schedule of a team of four professional coaches, helping 
provide instruction for players of all ages and abilities as well as running weekly social events. 

The Club is keen to ensure tennis remains very much at the heart of Merton’s sporting activity and is 
sharing its facility and coaching expertise to help attract new players to the sport, encouraging and 
working with Merton Council and local schools to widen access and drive the growth of tennis in the 
community. 


